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KlN(b RAJASHEKHAR.A, THE WEALTHY RULER. OF 
PANTHALAM , IN K.ERALA ,HAD NO CHILDREN. 



O THAT HE WERE. 
BLESSED WITH h 
SON. I- 


W5 SUBJECTS WERE WORRIED. 


IF THERE IS NO HEIR 
TO THE THRONE, 
WHAT WILL BECOME 
OF US WHEN OUR > 
ICIN6 DIES? ^ 


^ YES. A SON 
AS PIOUS AND 
GENEROUS 
K AS HE IS! 



H (S AMBITIOUS D/WAN, HOWEVER , 
WAS HAPPY, i- 


AS LONS AS THERE 
IS NO HEIR TO THE 
THRONE, WHEN 
RAJA5HEKHARA 
DIES HJ5 
K'JNSDOM WILL 
CERTAINLY 
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ALAS 1 WHO WILL 
RULE THE KINGDOM 
AFTER ME? . 


ONE D/1 Y AS RAdA SHEKHAR ft AND H/3 
QUEEN SAT TALR/NQ - _ 

LET US PRAY TO 
LORD SHIVA 
FOR fl SON, 

I A'M SURE HE 
WILL BLESS 
US WITH 
ONE. 



YOU ARE RIGHT, MY 
QUEEN. LET US 
BEGIN PRAYINO 
TODAY. 



FROM THAT DAY 
RAdASHEKHARA 
AND HIS W/FE 
PR AyED 
FERVENTLY TO 
LORD SHIVA 
FOR A SON. 



MEANWHILE, FAR. 
AWAY, THE EVIL 
MAHISHA3URA 
PERFORMED 
SEVERE PENANCES 
TO OBTAIN A 
BOON FROM 
LORD BRAHMA, 
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YOU HAVE PLEASED 

ME MAHISMASURA, 

WHAT BOON 

PO YOU SEEK ? 

*■ 


/if LAST, LORD BRAHMA APPEARED BEFORE MM. 



mahishasura me quick with his request. 


let my death 

NOT 6E CAUSED 
8Y ANY MAN ON 
THIS EARTH. 


fiND BRAHMA 
DISAPPEARED. 
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EMBOLDENED 6V THE BOON, MAHtEHASURft BELbfiN HARAS5fN6 ALL ON EARTH. 


O D EVAS, 
SAVE US! 


THE EVIL 
ONE IS 



THE DEVB3 HELD COUNCIL . 


THEN LET ^ 
J US EVOKE 
ONE WITH 
OUR 

COMBINED 
POWERS. 


THIS ASURfl MUST BE 
DESTROYED. BECAUSE OF 
BRAHMA’S BOON,ONLY A 
WOMAN WOULD BE ABLE 
jk TO DO IT. 
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/)5 SOON as THE WOMAN APPEALED BEFORE 
THEN}- i-) —— m 


WE 

WILL CALL 
HER 

CHANDIKA 

DEVI. 



DEVI! 60 TO EARTH 
AMD DESTROY 
THE EVIL. 
MAHISHASURA. 



LAU&HIN6 ALL THE WHILE , CHANDIKA 
DEV! DESCENDED ON EARTH. THE WHOLE 



WHO IS THAT 
SENSELESS 
WOMAN ? 60 
6RIN6 HER 
TO ME. 
















































































BUT CHANDIKA DEVI VANQUISHED THEM IN NO TIME 


^ ^1= 






HOWEVER., THE ARMY WAS NO 
MATCH EITHER FOR CHflNDtKA 

DEVI. IT WAS SOON i- 

ROUTED. i-■ 
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mHl5HfiSUR.fi m ,5 MfiD WITH fiN<o£R . HE fiPPROfiCMEL 
CHfiND/Kfi DEVI FIERCELY,.. 


THAT 
WOMAN 
HAS SON 
TOO FAR. 

I SHALL 

DESTROY 

HER. 
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HER MISSION ACCOMPLISHED, 
CHANOlKA DEV! ASCENDED TO HEAVEN. 




WHEN MAHISHI, THE WIFE OF 
MAHISHASURA ,LEARNT OF HER 
HUSBAND’S DEATH~ 


l SHALL TEACH 
THE DEVAS 
A LESSON. IT 
WAS THEY 
WHO INVOKED 
THE DEVI. 



MAHI5HI! WHAT 
DO YOU 
k DESIRE? 


MAHISHI UNDERTOOK A DEEP PENANCE 
TO PROPITIATE LORD BRAHMA. HE 
APPEARED BEFORE HER. 


THAT I SHOULD 
NOT MEET MY 
DEATH AT THE 
HANDS OF EITHER 
VISHNU OR SHIVA! 



BRAHMA GRANTED HER THE 
BOON AND VANISHED. 


























































MHISH! 8E<5AN 
TAUNTING THE 
DEVflS. 


1 TO WHOM VVJLL YOU TURIN NOW? 

SHIVA AND VISHNU ARE 


SHIVA WATCHED AND HEARD At t 





MY DEVOTEES - 
RAJASHEKHARA 
AND HIS QUEEN . 
THEY LON© FOR 
v A CHILD. 


[ WILL TAKE 
HIM THERE I 
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AS SOON AS THE INFANT WAS CREATED - 


1 WILL TIE THIS GOLD 
BELL AROUND HIS 
NECK. BEFORE I TAKE 
HIM TO EARTH. 



MEANWHILE , ON EARTH , RAOASHEKHARA WHS OUT HUNTING WITH HIS RETINUE. 



AFTER- A TIRING DAY WHILE THE PARTY 
RELAXED ON THE BANK'S 
OF THE RIVER, PAMPA... 


-*t WK 



...RAOASHEKHARA WANDERED OFF 
ALONE: 






































































RAUASHEKHARA WALKED IN THE DIRECTION FROM WHICH THE SOUND CAME. 



HE SAW A HELPLESS BABY LYING ALL 
ALONE ON 
A ROCK 


HE LOOKED AROUND 


NOT A SOUL 
IN SIGHT. TO 
WHOM COULD 
IT BELONG? 


POOR 8A8V 
DON’T CRY) 































































































1 - / .. 

mmmA 

IfaML. 


WHAT SHOULD L. 
I DO? SHOULD 
I TAKE HI/VTHOME ? 

OR SHOULD I 
I LEAVE HIM v 
^ HERE ? V 



DO NOT 
HESITATE, 

0 KING,TAKE 
HIM HOME. 


BUT 
WHO 
IS HE? 


Mfy jM, 


WHILE HE DE8HTED WITH HIMSELF ft 
BRftHMftN SUDDENLY ftPPEHRED BEFORE 
HIM. 



YOU WILL KNOW 
WHEN HE JS 
TWELVE YEARS 
OLD. 



THEN WHEN THE SR ftHMEN WftS 
ftBOUT TO LEftVE- 


WAIT! WHAT 
SHALL I 
CALL HIM2 


CALL HIM MAN I KAN THAN, 
AFTER THE GOLD 
BELL WHICH HANGS 
ROUND HIS NECK. 
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HE 15 

eoD’s 

OWN 
61 FT. 


A CHILD AT LA6T 
HOW HAPPY 
V I AM. 


RAOAGHEKHARA TOOK MAN/KAN THAN 
HOME TO H/G QUEEN. 



THE ACCUR6ED 
CHILD! IT 
HA6 UP5ET ALL 
MY PLANS. 


pnc w 




BUT RAdAGHEKHARA *5 DtWAN DIDN'T 

TH/NfC go. 




MANIKANTHAN GOON GREW UP INTO 
A STRONG YOUNG LAD. 



HE WAG PLACED UNDER THE GUIDANCE 
OF AN EXCELLENT GURU AND GOON 
MASTERED ALL THERE WAG TO LEARN. 


ORDINARY 

CHILD. 
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SIR, PLEASE ACCEPT MY GURU 
"X-' DAICSHJNA? 


FROM YOU 
I WANT 
COMPASSION 
NOT THESE, 


BY THE TIME MW/KfiNTHAN’S STUDIES 
WERE OVER , TME &URU KNEW THAT HE WAS 
A DIVINE f-' 


CHILD. 




THEN THE GURU BROUGHT H/S BLIND 
AND MUTE SON BEFORE MAN!KAN THAN. 

MAN! (CAN THAN, 

PLEASE RESTORE 
HIS SIGHT AND 
SPEECH. 



THE GURU'S SON SAW LIGHT. 


FATHER [ I HAVE BEEN 
GIVEN A NEW 
LIFE f 



*THE TRAPITiONAL TRIBUTE GIVEN BY A P/SC/PLE TO HIS TEACHER 





















































































AND THEN THE UNFORESEEN HAPPEN ED. 
THE QUEEN (SAVE B/RTH TO A SON. 




THE THRONE 
SHALL VET 
BE MIME! 




THE Of WAN WAS JUBILANT. 



A FEW DAYS LATER. HE WENT TO THE 

MANIKANTHAN WILL 
SOON BE TWELVE 
YEARS OLD.HE WILL 
THEN BE CROWNED i 
HEIR APPARENT. 


15 










































































































































































WHAT CAN 
I DO? 

I AM 

HELPLESS 


WITH THAT, YOUR 
OWN SON WILL 
LOSE ALL CHANCES 
OF EVER BECOMING 





thr DlWflN THEN WENT TO THE 
T PHYSicmk. 


DO AS I TELL 
YOU AND YOU 
WILL BE WELL 
REWARDED, 



































































































































THE QUEEN HAS A 
SEVERE HEADACHE. 
YOU WILL PRESCRIBE 
TIGRESS’S MILK. AS 
THE ONLY REMEDY. 




WHAT IS THE 
QUICKEST 
REMEDY?I CAN 
NOT BEAR TO 
SEE MY QUEEN 
IN PAIN. 


THE 

ONLY REMEDY FOR 
^ THIS AILMENT IS 
tigress’s MILK. 


THE QUEEN IS IN 
AGONY.THE KIN© 

HAS ASKED YOU TO 
EXAMINE HER IMMEDIATELY. 


fir TER. THE } 
PHYSICIAN II 
HAD / 

EXAMINED ' It 
THE <! 


QUEEN- 


JUST THEN A 
MESSENGER 
CAME TO THE 
PHYSICIAN . 
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TIGRESS’S MIUC? 
BUT HOW ARE 
WE TO SET IT ? 


THE KING THOUGHT ftBOUT !T FOR ft WHILE ftWD 
THEN SENT FOR HiS DiWftN. 


SEND AS MANV MEN AS POSSIBLE 
I IN TO THE FOREST IN SEARCH OF 
TIGRESS’S MILK .THE ONE WHO> 
v BRINGS IT SHALL q\^jA 

_T-i HAWE HALF MY \ 

V KINGDOM, / f Hf\ j 


MftNV MEN WENT BUT ftLL RETURNED 
- luvoy^ i UNSUCCESSFUL .1 - 


WE SAW A 
NUMBER OF 
TIGERS. BUT 



II 
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mm 






































































































































































THEN. EXACTLY /?S THE W1CK.ED DIWHN 




FOR MY MOTHER'S SAKE 
LET M£ CO, FATHER. 


HOW CAN ( 
LET YOU OO 
ON SUCH A 
PANS E ROUS 
VENTURE. . 





MftNlKnNTHHN 
SET OUT 
FOR THE 
FOREST. 


BUT MflNtJCfiNTHftN 
PERSISTED f)ND 
RftU/lSHEKHfiRft 


ALL 


RIOHT, 


SON. 


IF YOU 


MUST. 
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AS HE WANDERED DEEPER AND DEEPER INTO IT HE CAME TO THE DOMAIN OF 
MAHtSHt, WHO LIVED IN THAT FOREST 

' WHO IS THIS CREATURE 


WHO DARES TO TRESPASS 
ON OUR FOREST?) MUST 
TELL MV MISTRESS. 



THERE IS A 
BOY ROAMING 
IN OUR 


THE ASURA RAN TO MAH/SHI. 



HOW DARE HE, 
WITHOUT MY 
PERMISSION* 
I’LL DESTROY 
HIM. 



MAHtSHi WENT 
DP TO 

MAN/KPN THAN 
AND- ATTACKED 
MttVL 

COME,MAHlSHI 
MV EARTHLY 
MISSION 
, IS ABOUT 
TO BE 
FULFILLED 
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AS MAN!KAN THAN CONTINUED HIS 
SEARCH FOR A TiQRESSJNDRA ,K(NS 
OF THE OEMS, APPEARED BEFORE HIM. 


r 1 SHALL TAKE THE 
FORM OF A TIGRESS 
AND COME WITH YOU 

INTO THE CITY AS 
YOUR MOUNT. 



THE DEVAS WHO HAD ACCOMPANIED 
INDRA ALSO TURNED THEMSELVES 
INTO Tf&RESSES. 


WE WILL 
FOLLOW YOU 
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AS MAN/KANTHAN RODE INTO THE C/TY ON H/S TERRIFYING) MOUNT FOLLOWED 
BY AN EQUALLY TERRIFYING) RETINUE- \ - 



ONE OF THE CITIZENS RAN TO 


RA<JASHE KHAR A. 


MANUCANTHAN 

HA6 

RETURNED,.. 
WITH A 
HORDE OF 
TISRE6SE5. 


THE KINS , WHO RUSHED OUT TO 
SEE THIS UNUSUAL SIGHT. WAS 
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'JUST THEN HE HEARD 
A DIVINE VOICE . 





RAdfiSHEKHARA RAN FORWARD AND FELL 
MAN IRAN THA N ’s FEET 


SEND THE 
TIGRESSES 

away, 

MANIKAINTHAN. 
MV PEOPLE 
TERROR- 
STRICKEN . 



MANHCANTHAN SMILED, AND THE 
tigresses VANISHED, p - 


AS SOON AS YOU 
LEFT, THE QUEEN 
RECOVERED. 

I BECAME 
SUSPICIOUS. 



MY SUSPICIONS 
WERE CONFIRMED 
WHEN I 
OVERHEARD 
A CONVER¬ 
SATION 
BETWEEN 
HER AND 
MY DIWAN. 
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I SHALL PUNISH 
THEM FOR 
THIS. 


SPARE 
THEM.THEY 
HASTENED MY 
MISSION OF 
SLAYING 
MAHISHI. 



ANO NOW 
I MUST 
LEAVE 
THIS 
WORLD. 



LORD, A LAST REQUEST. 
SHOW ME THE PLACE IN 
MY KINGDOM WHERE 
I MAY BUILD A TEMPLE 
FOR YOU . 


- 

I AM PLEASED. 

BUILD IT 
WHERE THIS 
ARROW I SHOOT 



















































































































































THE PiRROW FELL FT THE SUMMIT Of THE SHft&fiRt HILLS. 




BE JUST 
EIGHTEEN 
STEPS LEADING 
TO THE TEMPLE 
AT THE EASTERN 
(SATE. 



mm/KFNTHm vhn/shed fno the 

KING> BEtbFN H/3 TREK TO THE 










































































HOW WILL 
I EVER 
ACHIEVE 
MY TA5K? 


AT LAST RAuASHEKHARA REACHED THE 
TOP OF THE MOUNTAIN. 






AS? HE STOOD THERE, DAZED 
WONDERING WHERE TO BEGIN— 




UNDER. THE GUIDANCE OF VIGHWAK.ARMA, 
THE DIVINE ARCHITECT 





















































THROUGH THE LORD’S 
GRACE IT HAS RISEN - 
NOSLE AND 
IMPOSING. 


■THE MA&N/E/CENT TEMPLE WAS SOON 
COMPLETED. 



WILL I FIND 
A BEFITTING 
IDOL NOW? 



LORD VISHNU DIVINED THE 
/UNO'S ANXIETY. HE SENT 
FOR PARA SHU RAM A. 


GO DOWN TO EARTH 
AS fl STONE “CARVER. 
AND HELP RAJASHEKHARA 
INSTALL THE IDOL. 
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PPRBSHURRMfi LEFT FOR. RflUftSHEKHflRB’S 
PflLfiCE IN THE &BRB OF ft SCULPTOR.. [~ 



PIT THE 
KIN&S COURT 


I tWE HEARD OF YOUR PROBLEM, I MAY 

>- -^ BE ABLE TO 

SHOW ME YOUR HELP. 7 

WARES BEFORE YOU TAKE>-, —- 

UP THE C HALLE NGING' J // 

TASK. _7/ 



THEY ARE FLAW¬ 
LESS, EACH ONE 
w OF THEM. 


I iiWtft-ti 
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YOU ARE NO ORDINARY SCULPTOR .TELL 
ME THE TRUTH.WHO ARE YOU? 


I m PARASHURAMA. 
I HAVE ALREADY 


PPiF.hBHUR.nMR RESUMED 
file OWN FORM . r 


TODAY, THE DAY OF 
MAKARA SANKRANTI t JS 
AUSPICIOUS. I SHALL INSTALL 
THE IDOL STRAIGHTAWAY. 



..AND THUS IT WhS THAT 
THE. IMASE OF AYYAPPA, 
AS MANIKAN THAN CAME 
TO BE POPULARLY 
KNOWN, WAS SANCTIFIED. 
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MEANWHILE WE WICKED DIWAN WAS 
AFFLICTED By AN INCURABLE 
DISEASE. 


I HAVE SINNED. 
WILL l EVER. 



THE DtWAN WASTED NO TIME. THE NEXT MORNING HE SET OUT FOR THE FA MPA. 



I HAVE COME TO WASH 
AWAY MY SJN5 IN 
REMORSE ,HOLY 
L MOTHER. SAVE ME. a 




THE D/WAN CAME OUT OF THE WATER. 

&LOW/N0 with zrmz ? —— -S| 

HEALTH - ( I AM CLEANSED. 


ThE HOLY MOTHER 

HAS BEEN 
MERCIFUL. 


* RIVER SAID TO 8£ ENLIVENED SV THE SPIRIT OF SHA&ARl,THE DEVOTEE OF 
LORD RAMA. 


































































































































AYYAPPA! 
AYYAPPfl! 




THEN WITHOUT PAUSING FOP BREATH HE RAN UP TO THE TEW)PEE. 


WHEN HE REACHED THE 
SANCTUM SANCTORUM, 
OVERCOME By EMOTION HE 
FELL AT THE FEET OF THE IDOL , 


SWAM I YE 
6MARANAM 
A YYA PPA! 


AND TO THJS> DAY AS PILGRIMS MAKE THEIR. WAY TO THE TEMPLE OFAYYAPPA, 

THEY CALL OUT *SWAM! YE SHARAN AM AYYAPPA' 
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Rani of ]han 

'■+i IWaini LcjJtn of 


Rana Pratap 


!!■ f«? vtm d !mkpenjm« 


atii Tagore 


Shagat Singh 
J.R.D.Tata 
Guru Gobind Singh 
Rabindranath Tagore 
Lai Bahadur Shastri 
Veer Savarkar 


Vivekananda 
Swami Chinmayananda 
Ashoka 
Rani of Jhansi 
Subhash Chandra Bose 
Babasaheb Ambedkar 


Mahatma Gandhi 

“ ^ 4 - - J -*^4-. v ! ■.. j p ■ 

Jawaharlal Nehru 
Jayaprakash N a ray an 
Kaipana Chawla 
Rani Durgavati 


These 32-page comic books are now available at a special online price of 
Rs 25 (MRP Rs 30) at www.AmarChitraKatho.com, Start your collection today! 
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Amor Chitra Katha is a collection of illustrated classics that retell stories from Indian mythology, 
history, folktale and legend, through the fascinating medium of comics. Over 400 titles have 
been published in the Amar Chitra Katha comic series that are approved by parents, appreciated 

by children and accepted by schools. 
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Illustrated Classics From India 


A)yappan 

The Legend of Shabari Malai 

A strange and fascinating series of divine events led to the birth of Manihanthan. 

Manikanthan had a glorious destiny. At the end of a life full of dramatic events. Lord Pareshurama himself 
sculpted and installed an idol of him in the hill temple of Shabari. There, as Lord Ayyappan, he is worshipped 
as the presiding deity of the entire hill range. 

This lone temple on the top of the Shabari hills, deep in the forests of Kerala, attracts millions of devotees 
from all over the country every year. They travel through dense forests full of wild animals, over steep hills 
and in inclement weather to obtain his 'darshan' la glimpse) on Makara Sankranthi day (which falls on 14th 
January each year! It is said that the Lord comes down to the Shabari Hills on Makara Sankranti in the form 
of lit. n o give ‘darshnu’ to his innumerable devotees and himself lights the temple lamp. Then in a moving 
and beautiful iitual the pilgrims partake of the 'prasad' and walk backwards down the eighteen steps, their 
faces turned towards the Lord, shining with devotion and ecstasy. 
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